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An Exrostrion or LUKE Xvi. 
The Parable of the unjust Steward. 

Among the strange inconsistencies which charac- 
terize Theologians at the present day, there is not a 
ereater, than their distinctions 7, and expositions 
of the parables ef our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. The Mission of Christ, was the salvation 
of the world. He had no Kitile end in view; and 
his declarations generally, were connected, and had 
4 distinct and pointed reference to his mission, and 
the work he came to perform. The method by 
which he effected this great end, and the manner in 
which it should progressively be manifested to man- 
kind, and the different estimation in which mankind 
should view this work of salvation, and the conse- 
quent difference in the temporal state of the Jews 
aod Geutiles, which should result from God’s pro- 
vidence, in his governing and redeeming his crea- 
tures in a manner which should redound to his 
glory, and their happiness, was made known by 
Christ to his disciples, and addressed to them in 
parables. The reason for this is obvious.—* Christ 
came, not to destroy the law, or the prophets, but 
to fulfil the law,” &e. And at the age of thirty years, 
which was the age required by the law, to officiate 
as a priest, he commenced his labours, and address- 
ed the Jews in their national capacity; this was 
necessary,—as a Priest, he was appointed to instruct 
the people —he came to fulfil the prophecies ; and 
these prophecies having fulfilment in the salvation 
he came to provide for a lost world, and the unbelief 
of these Jews according to these prophesies, being 
a means by which God would effect his purpose of 
mercy to the world,Christ spoke in parables, agreea- 
bly to the declaration of the prophet Isaiah, 6th 
chap. 9th, 10th, 1 ith and 12th verses, * And he 
said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye inde ed, but 
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive 
not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make 
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under- 
stand with their hearts, and convert, and be healed. 
Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, 
Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and 
the houses without man, and the land be utterly 
desolate, and the Lord have removed men far 
away, and there bea great forsaking in the midst of 
the land.” Christ declared to his disciples, see Luke 
viii. 10. “ Unto you it is given to know the myste- 
ries of the kingdom of God; but to others in para- 
hles; that seeing they might not see, and hearing 
they might not understand.” The necessity for 
this, is likewise explained by Paul, in his first Epis- 
tle to the Cor. 11th chap. 7th and 8th verses. “ But 
we speak the wisdom o God in a mystery, even the 
hidden wisdom, whieh God ordained before the 
world unto our glory. Which none of the princes 
of this world knew ; for had they known tt, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” 

Although the parables of Christ generally, are 
grossly misunderstood and perverted by unbelievers 
in the salvation of Ged for a fallen world, the first 
parable in this 16th chap. of Luke, is not only mis- 
understood, but it has proved a complete stumbling 
block to the most celebrated divines and commenta- 
tors, which we believe will not be denied by ary 
candid person of any sect whatever, who will take 
the trouble to examine their obscure and contradic- 
tory expesitions ! The distinguished Dr. Scott, in his 
Bible, when he arrived te this chapter, fell prostrate. 
His great acquirements and talents availed him no- 
thing, —he was completely fettered with his unbelief 
and prejudices, and like a tiger in a net, he strove, 
rather toget clear of the difficulties which surrounded 
him, than to overcome them. And, wonderful to re- 
late, thecelebrated Dr. Clarke, in his attempt at ex- 
position, left out the principal character in the des- 
cription. It is not improbable, but some of our 
readers on perusing our remarks, may impute to us 
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an unjustifiable vanity, or presumption, for undertak- 
ing that, to accomplish which, has exceeded the pow- 
ers of so many others. To this we answer,—it was 
the prejudices of those ree ge that caused their 
failure ; and we acknowledge finally, that if our 
prejudices against the truth, bore any proportion in 
point of magnitude, to their talents, we should fail 
likewise ! 

The Scriptures, inform us, that “ The testimony 
of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy.” And Christ 
declared, “ That in the mouth of two or three wit- 
nesses, every word may be established.” We, there- 
fore, consider the parables of our Lord, as his testi- 
mony, and their accomplishment, the fulfilment of 
the prophecies. The parables are witnesses,—this 
16th chap. of Luke contains two witnesses, who 


testify to two facts, the first relates to the casting off 


and dispersion of the Jews, and the second, to the 
recewing of the Gentiles. 

And Christ said also unto his disciples, “ There 
was a certain rich man which had a steward ; and the 
same was accused unto him that he had wasted his 
goods.” The rich man is figurative of God, who is 
the giver of every good and perfect gift. He is the 
owner and proprietor of all things. “For of him, 
and through him, and to him are all things; and 
all things were made by him, and fer him.” The 
steward, is figurative of the Jewish nation. For unto 
them, says Paul, “ were committed the oracles of 
God.” And Paul, in his Ist Epistle to the Cor. 4th 
chap. Ist and 2d verses, says, “ Let a man so ac- 
count of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
steward of the mysteries of God Moreover, it is 
required in prin that a man be found faithful.” 
The Jews were not found faithful,—accusations had 
been preferred against them by the prophets. * Wot 
ye not what the Seriptures saith of Elias > How he 
maketh intereession to God against Israel, saying, 
Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged 
down thine altars, and | am left alone, and they seek 
my life.” The Jews were unfaithful, and wasted the 
goods which were committed to their care. The 
goods alluded to, in the parable, are the law and its 
ceremonial worship, which in, and of itself, was in- 
sufficient, as it could not save, or give life ; but “* was 
added because of transgression, until the seed,Christ, 
should come,” and was typical of him. It is, there- 
fore, manifest, that the figure of wasting the goods, 
in the parable, has adistinct and pointed reference 
to the Jewish nation; who, by their non-compliance 
with, and mal appropriation of the law, and its cere- 
monies, wasted, and misconstrued its types to have 
their fulfilment in their own persons, instead of the 
promised Messiah. Paul unquestionably regarded 
it in this light, in his reproof, namely,—* Thou that 
makest thy boast of the !aw, through breaking the 
law dishonourest thou God; for the name of God is 


blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is | 


written.” And, again, “ For I bear them record that 
they have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s right- 
eousness, have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God; for Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness, to every one that believeth.” 
In this manner, the steward wasted the goods, which 
the certain rich man had confided to his care. 

“ 4nd he called him, and said unto him, How is it 
that I hear this of thee? Give an account of thy 
stewardship ; for thou mayest be no longer steward.” 
John the Baptist, the herald and precursor of Christ, 
may be considered as calling them to give an ac- 
count of their stewardship. But Christ emphatically 
called upon them, in this parable, but in a figurative 
language which they misunderstood $ but which, in 
prophetic voice, declared their dispersion and dis- 
grace. It has been truly and properly said, that, 
* what is true in natural things, is true in spiritual.” 
The figure, consequently, introduced by Christ, and 
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nearly 1800 years, to have been prophecy, is taken 
from the common and frequent oceurrences in hu- 
man life. The steward, aher being informed by his 
employer that he is dissatisfied with his conduct as 
steward of his property, &c., and called upon to 
give account of the same, considers very naturally, 
what he shall do for the future; and not expecting em- 
ployment and sucecour from his old master, his sole 
aim is, to court the favour and gain the smiles and 
approbation of a new! This, which is so strong a 
feature in the character of man, was selected by 
the Saviouras a figure, whereby he might describe 
the then present and future condition of the Jews. 
His motive was to instruct his disciples; and wishing, 
for purposes already explained, to confine this in- 
struction to them, he accordingly spoke to them in 
parables! 

“ Then the steward said within himself. What shall 
Ido? For my lord taketh away from me the steward- 
ship: Icannot dig ; to beg Lam ashamed. Iam re- 
solved what to do; that, when Jam put out of the 
stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.” 
The steward iaamediately makes his caleulations; 
and although his own interest is at bottom, still to 
secure it, he first studies the interest of others. The 
* Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans?’ they, 
during their stewardship, regarded none but them- 
selves ; even their lord was defrauded, and their own 
interest claimed and received their exclusive atien- 
tion. A new interest, however, seems to be creat- 
ed by circumstances, and the heathen, whom they 
once despised as dogs and servants, they now court 
as companions, and obey as masters. Wonderful 
metamorphosis! Here are exhibited the strongest 
features of human character; and even the secret 
purposes of the soul, stripped of every circumstance 
Which ean qualify, mislead, or deceive, is exposed to 
the view of the universe ! 





The steward, who for a long term of time had 
| defrauded his lord by wasting his goods, hesitates 
| no longer, than is necessary to mature his plans and 
[find opportunity to put them in practice. The 
; Jews, who had so frequently degraded themselves, 
and dishonoured their Lord and Maker, by their 
abominable idolatries, are no sooner called to an 
account for their conduct, than they evade an in- 
vestigation; increase their blindness; and are judi- 
cially sentenced, and deprived of their stewardship. 
The giving an account of the stewardship.—the 
dismissal from that office—and the settlement of 
the accounts, belonging to the office of the steward- 
ship, with the debtors, &e., may be considered 
nearly simultaneous, as regards the time, although 
of striking difference and variety, as respects the 
character. When a steward is deprived of his of- 
fice, he can no longer act in the capacity of a stew- 
j ard. The command to give ° account of his 
stewardship, is a legal and emphatic notice that the 
office and its duties are no longer confided to his 
care; and he is neither authorized, nor justified, by 
the command, to prolong his continuance in the 
| office by a settlement of its concerns. The figure 
iin the parable is peculiar, and striking. The steward 
| was not blamed for not settling with the debtors of 
| hislord,—he was pronouneed culpable for Wasting 
his goods. And his motive for effecting the settle- 
| ment, was not to make amends to his lord for his 
| past misconduct, but to court the favour of the 
debtors, and by another crime, to gain their smiles 
jand protection. Bhis part of the parable is repre- 
sented as spoken by the steward himself in sotiloquy. 
It was when he was actually deprived of his stew- 
ardship that he put his plan in execution ; and this 
view does not militate against the arrapgement in 
the parable ; for being prophecy, it is considered as 
one great whole, and the future spoken of with 
certainty, as though it were past Infleed, a seeming 
incongruity, apparent, but not real, is necessary to 








constitute a parable ; for if the measure of compari- 
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sou is regular and plain, it would cease to be a para- 
ble, and would approximate to narrative, or history. 
Ali mankind are designated in the Seriptures, as 
Jews and Gentiles, which are convertible terms with 
Israelites, and the Nations, or Heathen. The Jews, 


or Israelites, therefore, being designated in the para- 


ble, under the figure of the steward, and God the 
Creator, under the figure of the certain rich man, 
the Gentiles are of necessity prefigured by the 
debtors of the sleward s lord. Thie 
steward, when speaking in soliloquy, is perfeetly 
characteristic, and its literal correctuess proved by 
the events of nearly eighteen centuries. [tis mam- 
mon, which the unjust steward served ; and may be 


justly defined to be an inordinate desire for the goods | 


of the present world. The steward could not dig ; 
Why? The prophetic mandate of Jehovah, nearly 
2000 years before this, had gone forth by the pro- 
phet Moses, and declared, that if they, (alluding to 
this their dispersion,) * built, another should inhabit ; 
if they sowed, another should reap.” It was not 
indolence which produced this, the declaration of 
the unjust steward! No! It was prophecy,—and 
he is represented as unwittingly pronouncing his 
ewn fate! 

“ So he called every one of his lord's debtors, and 
said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my 
lord? And he said, vin hundred measures of oil. 
“Ind he said unto him, Tuke thy bill, and sit down 
quickly, and write fifty. Then said he to another, 
elnd how muck owest thou ? nd he said,.4dn hundred 
measures of wheat. vind he said unto him, Take thy 
bill, and write Jourscore.” Gud reproved the Jews 
for their pharisaism and hypuerixy, and described 
them as saying in the language of their hearts, 
“ Stand by, for fam holier thin thou!” ‘This was 
the characteristic of the Jewish nation. They con- 
sidered all but themselves as unholy, and regarded 
the Gentile nations as dogs, and unworthy to ap- 
proach their city or temple. The destruction of 
their city and texnple, was the end of their steward- 
ship And the steward’s “ calling every one of his 
lord's debtors,” is emphaties ly illustrative of their 
dispersion among all the nations of the earth. ‘The 
oil mentioned in the parable, is figurative of knovw- 
dedge; the wheat, of the abundant provision which 
God, (the rich man) has made for satisfying the 
wants of every living creature, And the disparity 
in the accounts, or lils, which was made by the 
steward, is terrible reproof tu the Jews, who would 
Screen themselves, and excuse their own abuse of 
their pre-eminent aivantages and privileges, by 
lessening, even in the vpinivn of others, their crimi- 
nality, by denying their means of knowledge, and 
cousequeatly, avoid the odium due to their ingrati- 
tude. There is, however, another view of this sub- 
ject; and itis the priveipal feature in the parable, 
The Jews in their dispersed state would not be 
received in the houses of the deblors, or in other 
words, the Gentiles would not permit them to dwell 
amoog them, did they arrogantiy pretend to pre- 
enmivenee in exclusive holiness, and denounce them, 
as tiey had been in the habit of doing,as dogs. The 
figure im the parable, in which the steward is repre- 
sented as lessening the obligation on the pari of his 
lord’s debtors, is fulfilled in the lax interpretation of 
the law and its ceremonies by the Jews, -ince their 
dispersion, And the ignorance of the Gentiles of 


God their Creator, and their sense of obligation to | 
him, is lessened, rather than increased, by the man- | 


agement of the steward, or Jews; although their 


dispersion is eventually to be a means io the hand of | 


God, of enlightening and instructing them. 
( Le be continued.) 
— — 


Suving Faith, or Modern Orthodory. 


It is a question of great importance, whether the 
ruind of wan can at the same time@mbrace truth and 
error; or Whether error must pot first be eradicated, 
betore truth can be seen, and received as truth. For 
ourselves, We are perfectly convinced of the absolute 
impossibility of the mind receiving truth, uoul it 
rejeets the reverse of trath, which must be error, or 
falsehood. Impressed with the magnitude of this 
fuct, we feel it to be a duty, by every effort in eur 
power, to strip error of the covering, which for so 
long a time the superstition and ignorance of man 


language of the | 
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has enclosed it. Let the monster only be seen, let 
‘the deformity be exposed to view, and the supersti- 
tious willlose their superstition, and the ignorant 
their folly. God is truth, and the kingdom of Christ 
is built upon truth; but the empire of Antichrist is 
founded upon error and falsehood. There is not,— 
there cannot be an alternative. A thing must be 
true, or false. There isno middle way. There is 
no neutrality. Every man is either for Christ, 
or against Christ. The fiat of Omnipotence has 
settled this question for ever. “ He that is not for 
meis against me. Ye cannot serve two Masters. 
|" To the law, and the testimony.” What says the 
law ? “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy Ged, and him 
only shalt thou serve.” What says the testimony ? 
“ Christ came,not to judge the world,but to save the 
world.” Christ has “ made peace through the 
| blood of his cross, by himself to reconcile all things 
unto himself.” What says Antichrist? Men make 
| their own peace, by their own works; and reconcile 
themselves by their own faith. The testimony says, 
of Christ, that it was “ his meat and drink to do the 
will of his Father,and his will is, that all mankind shall 
be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. 
|}And Christ did the will of his Father, and saved 
all men; and will in the fulness of time bring all 
‘men to the knowledge of that salvation, which is 
the truth. The faith of Christ was manifested in 
| the prophecy, “ When I am lifted up, I will draw 
all men unto me ;” and when he was lifted up on the 
jcross, he drew all untohim; and reconciled them 
unto God, in his body on the tree. If aman has 
lthis faith, he has the faith of Christ; if a man has 
any other faith than this, he has the faith of Anti- 
| christ, or the devil. We believe that no man in his 
jsenses will say, that a man can have faith of any 
kind in God, except he believes there is aGod. We 
will now admit the truth of the commonly received 
‘opinion, that a man is justified by his own faith ; 
| and by a close calculation obtain a statement of 
| the number of religious men who had faith in God, 
and believed there was a God, from the creation to 
the present time; and contrast them, in point of 
‘numerical importance and value, with those who 
‘have lived in heathenish ignorance and idolatry, 
| worshipping stocks and stones, and sacrificing their 
children to devils. And in consideration of the extra 
ltime those lived before the flood, compared with 
|the life of man since that time, and to make a suffi- 
‘cient allowance of time for peopling the world at 
‘the creation, and after the flood, we will allow fifty 
years lo ageneration untilChrist,which is tiventy years 
}more, than is allowed since the Christian era; and 
consequently, calculate only eighty generations of 
| men, fur the 4000 years preceding our Saviour. 
During all this time, the Jews were the only nation 
who had any knowledge of the true God, witha 
'sinall exeeption of single individuals, too inconside- 
irable to mention ; and we find, even the Jews them- 
j selves, the principal part of the time worshipping 
the idols of the Gentile nations. The proportion of 
Jews to the heathens, who included all the rest of 
linankind, were as one to two hundred and forty,— 
land the Jews, who worshipped the true God, to 
‘those who worshipped idols, as one to four, the 
whole number of mankind who lived previous to the 
‘Christian era, amounts to sixty-four thousand mil- 
lions of men, allowing eieht hundred millions toa 
generation, and. fifty years to a generation, conse- 
quently, there could net be more than one man to 
every sixteen hundred who lived previous to Christ, 
who had what is called a saving foith; or who in any 
manner Worshipped the true God; or knew there 
was a God. Siuce Christ, 1800 years have rolled 
away, and forty-eight thousand millions of the hu- 
man race have passed through time into an endless 
eternity. The proportion of these, who have heard 
of a God and Saviour, does not probably amount to 
more than one to five, of all these ; and even the 
proportion of those who bad heard, that had what 
is called a saving faith, cannot be reasonably esti- 
mated at more thaw one to five, which would 
amount to nineteen hundred and twenty millions, 
and_one to sixteen hundred, previous to the Chris- 
tian era, make, in all, nineteen bundred and sixty 
millions, who, allowing every favourable circum- 
stance, are all that have experienced saving faith, 
from the creation to the presenf day ; while those 


i 


} 
| 

















who have died in their sins, ignerant of God, and of 
Christ, destitute of saving faith, amount ‘to one 
hundred, ten thousand, and forty millions of men, for 
whom Christ died! Aud according to this estimate 

if none are saved at the day of judgment, but those 
who in this life had saving faith, if the day of judg. 
ment should take place to-morrow, instead of Jesus 
Christ the “ Saviour seeing of the travail of his 
soul, and being satisfied, by having the heathen his 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth his 
possession, ’—his little band of saints and followers 

would not be suflicient in point of numbers, to stand 
as sentinels round the almost innumerable multitude 
and host, which would crowd the dominions and fj) 
the ranks of the devil, the enemy of God and map, 
Then, instead of the triumphant song, “O Death 

where is thy sting? O Grave, (or hell) where is thy 
victory?” it would be an almost Universal damnatio;, 
and triumph of sin, death, and hell, over righteous- 
ness, salvation, and heaven. Where now, ye boasted 
advocates of your saving faith, where is your tri- 
umph? You have crowded the portals of hell—made 
heaven a desert, and filled the universe with anar- 
chy, ruin and despair! This would be the effect of 
leaving man to save himself. Light and darkness 
are not more ve to each other, than this doc- 
trine of Antichrist, and the gospel of our Saviour. 
The gospel of Christ teaches, that * God commend- 
eth his love toward us, in that while we were sip- 
ners,Christ died for us. Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. For if when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son;much more. 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” No, 
says Antichrist. We are not saved till we believe; 
nor justified, until we work a work in ourselves, 
which shall make us acceptable to God. Christ sent 
his apostles, who testified, that we are saved by the 
offering of Christ, and justified by his blood. ~ No, 
says Antichrist,—believe it not,—God is not so mer- 
ciful as you pretend,—you must save yourself,— 
take my advice,—do not trust to the righteousness 
of Christ, or his blood alone,—if you do, hell will 
be your portion; for a“ God all mercy, is a God 
unjust.” How often is this declaration made, and 
mercy and justice declared at variance? Hear, O 
heavens, and give ear, O earth, I am God, and be- 
sides me there is none else A just God, and Sa- 
viour.” Is there another God beside this? No. But 
there is a demon, even Autichrist, the son of Perdi- 
tion, whoexalteth himself above all that is called God, 
and sitteth in the temple of God, (or heart ef man, 
and tells with canting hypocrisy the tale of bis own 
goodness,—boasts of his gracious affections,—talks 
of bis bleeding heart, his unspeakable anxiety for 
the poor sinner. “I would save you if I could, but 
youare going into the presence of an angry God, who 
will damn you without mercy, and torment you for 
ever. O that I could save!” If there were no other 
evidence of the merey of God, but his bearing with 
this abominable and impious blasphemy, this alone 
ought to be considered perfectly irresistible. How 
many at this day,are preaching what they call jus- 
fication by faith alone; who talk long and Joud of sav- 
ing faith, of gracious affections? It is true, that some 
are Willing to condescend and acknowledge, that it 
is the faith of Christ, and the faith of the creature 
together ; but contend, that without the faith of the 
creature, and the gracious affections of the creature, 
allis lost. God, say they, has made eunditions, aud 
God cannot depart from them! Deny his sovereign- 
ty with one breath, and contend for it with the next! 
How different is the language of the Psalmist? “The 
Lord is my light, and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear? The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom 
shall I be afraid ? What could the prophet mean by 
this declaration? Surely, not that his own faith and 
works was his salvation. If that was his meaning, he 
has been very unfortunate in expressing himself. 
Paul declares, “ By grace are ye saved, through faith, 
and that not of yourselves, itis the gift of God.” 
What could Paul mean? Shall we understand him 
ashe says? Do you think Paul knew the meaning 
of the words he used, or do the good people of this 
day mistake him? There is a misunderstanding 
somewhere,—for ourselves, we are willing to un - 
derstand Paul, as he says; especially, when it is con- 
sidered, that his declaration is supported by the 




















eneral tenor of all his Epistles; and notwithstand- 
ing he lays the axe to the root of every pretension, 
and denies us the privilege of keeping, even the 
shadow of saving faith, and justifying works, but 
pronounces us utterly destitute of every thing good, 
and worse than all this, sinners from head to foot, 
still we would rejoice in, and accept the salvation ot 
God, and on the condition too, of acknowledging, 
that if there were conditions, we are too blind, and 
poor, and foolish , to comply wish them. 
Now, to God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sancti- 
fier, be ascribed all the power, and wisdom, and good- 
vess, and glory, FoR gvER! 
—_—_—— 


THE REVIEWERS REVIEWED. 


Under this head, we shall occasionally notice a 
work, which was published in this city during the 
vear 1817, in 12 Numbers, monthly, and entitled 
“Tue Evancericat Guarpian ano Review,” 
By an association of Clergymen. Namely— 

“ Rev. Dr. Philip Milledoler, 

Rev. Dr John B. Romeyn, 

Rev. Dr. Alerander M‘Leod, 

Rev. Dr. Stephen N. Rowan, 

Rev. James M. Matthews, 

Rev. John X. Clarke, 

Rev. R. B. E. M:Leod, 

Rev. A MClelland.” 
In noticing this publication, we shall confine our- 
selves principally to the sentiments inculeated, and 
the doctrines taught by the Rev Authors; and confi- 
dently hope, that the spirit which induced them to 
publish their views to the world, will still have influ- 
ence sufficient, to induce therm to come forward and 
defend what they have published. 

“It may be proper to inform the reader, that these 
Rev. Gentlemenare distinguished Calvinistic preach- 
ers in this city, and have to this day opposed with 
spirited zeal, that MUSHROOM HERMAPHRODITE, 
ealled Hopkinsianism. They are, in fiae, at least in 
the sphere in which they move, a kind of theological 
phalanx, and have, like the martial phalanx of the 
Macedonian, owed their success to the ignorance of 
their antagonists, instead of the sharpness of their 
weapons. 

This production, the child of so many fathers, is 
ushered into the world ina style of lamentation, in 
consequence of “two prominent mistakes ;” the 
first is, the * exclusively regarding passing events as 
political,” &ce. The second is, “ that the multitude 
attend only to the influence or effects which passing 
scenes have on political society,’ &c. And that 
“ while they (the multitude,) are regarding the 
events which occur in the world, that little compa- 
ny,—the Chureh,—the body of Christ, is forgotten.” 
We hope our Rey. Authors will pardon our vanity, 
when we say, that we have for some time been very 
indifferent as respects the “ influence which passing 
events have on political society ;” and very attentive 
to “that little company,—the Church ;” and that 
they have not been, at least by us, forgotten. Ac- 
cording to this, their criterion, we do not belong to 
the multitude; and we cannot but hope, that they 
will pardon our presumption in differing fron: them 
in opinion, relative to the size of the “ litlte compa- 
ny,—the churech;” which, if it is confined exelusive- 
ly to the disciples of Calvin, is, we think, as large 
as it ought to be; and will, in future, increase in an 
inverse ratio. But if, by “ the litie company,—the 
church,”—is meant, as expressed, “ the body of 
Christ,” we beg leave to differ with them in senti- 
ment, and “take sides” with the apostle, who deelar- 
ed of “the body of Christ, or the church,” that 
Christ is “ the head over all to the church, which is 
his body, the fulness of him that fill@h ALL in 
ALL.” Ephesians, ist chap. 22d, 23d. Now we 
have that charity for our Rev. Authors, to say, that 
we believe they were as ignorant of the declaration 
of the apostle, as that multitude, who spend their 
time in political investigations And “ it isto be 
feared, (that they) forget that they have a more sure 
word of prophecy, whereunto they ought to take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place” 
The apostle, speaking of the “ body of christ,” 
says, that it is“ the fulness of him that filleth all in 
ali." This is certainly very different from the ex- 
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pression, “the hittle comypany,—the church,—the | that Christ “isthe propitiation for the sins of the 


body of Christ.” We are willing to acknowledge, 
that the phraseology ‘* Little company,”—agrees 
perfectly with John Calvin's gospel ; and our Rev. 
Authors are certainly very consistent as Calvinists ; 
but, very inconsistent as Christians. We, therefore, 
earnestly entreat our Rev. Authors, to read with 
understanding and with minds void of prejudice, the 
first chap. of Paul's Epistle to the Galatians, and 
especially, to notice with marked attention the 8th, 
9th, llth and 12th verses,“ But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you, than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I 
now again, If any man preach any other gospel un- 
to you than that ye have received,let him be accursed. 
But [certify you, brethren, that the gospel which 
was preached of me is not after man. For I nei- 
ther received it of man, neither was J taught tt, but 
by the revelation ef Jesus Christ.” Now we ap- 
peal to the consciences of our Rev. Authors, whe- 
ther they did not receive their gospel, which they 
preach, from man and from aman named Joun 
Cauvin? If they did,“ Let them be J1CCURSED:!” 
This is, to you, on Gentlemen, a solemn appeal. — 
If you consider yourselves, from your relative cun- 
ditions in life, whether from your reputations for 
learning, piety, or the high estimation, and almost 
unbounded confidence repused in you by your con- 
gregations, as placed on “ high above the people,” 
and secure in your errors, invulnerable to truth, and 
inaccessible on all sides,—strong as you may think 
your fortress, there is a power above you ; and you 
shall give account of yourselves to God, and be asham- 
ed! The ignorance aod prejudices of your hearers, 
may for a time form a rampart around you, inacces- 
sible to human efforts; but that dime will be short! 
The abominably impious hypothesis, which was 
generated in the inventive head, and nurtured in the 
murderous heart of your guilly prototype, John 
Calvin,—which has been forced into maturity in the 
hot-bed of supersition, heated with spiritual pride, and 
watered with the blood of the martyr SERVETUS, 
will end in the disgrace of its advocates,—aud the 
last glimmer which shall be emitted trom its expir- 
ing embers, shall be the prelude to aday of Jubi- 
lee,—the signal of the final overthrow and destrue- 
tion of Antichrist,--the harbinger of happiness,— 
the lamentation of devils,—and_the joy and triumph 
of the redeemed world! 

Our Rev. Authors, in their 2d page, say, “ With 
this view, the attention of our readers is solicited to 
the relation which subsists between the church and 
the world. The right understanding of this relation 
alone can enable us to form a just conclusion, at all 
times, ef the events which we witness The 
chureh is conposed of those, throughout the world, 
that profess the true religion, together with their 
children. They constitute the kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Chirist, the house and family of God; 
out of which, there is no ordinary gener of salva- 
tion. The rest of mankind are the world; without 
God, and without hope, dead in trespasses and sins 
Between these fico classes of persons, which divide 
the whole human family, there is a wide,—a vast 
difference.” 

“To the law and the testimony, (Rev. Gentle- 
men,) if you speak not according to the things writ- 
ten in the book, itis because there is no light in you!” 
Romans iii. 9, 10, 11, 12. “ What then? Are we bet- 
ter than they? No,—in nowise: for we have before 
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all 
under sin; as itis wiitten, There is none righteous. 
no,—not ONE! There is none that understand, 
eth, there is none that seeketh after God. They 
are all gone out of the way, they are together be- 
come unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good,— 
No, not ONE!” We again appealto you, Rev. 
Gentlemen, Does your gospel agree with this? 
Where is the “ vast difference” you speak of? Paul, 
the servant of Christ, asks, Are we better than they? 
And answers, “ No, in nowise!” How dare you 
promulgate such impious falsehoods? Where is your 
authority for declaring of those, whom you denomi- 
nate the world, that to them “ there is no ordinary 
possibility of salvation?” You speak contrary to 
“ the things written in the book,” and “ it is because 
there is no light in you.” The Scriptures testify 


| 








WHOLE WORLD,”—and you deny it! You de 

clare, that the “ church is a LITTLE company.” 
The Scriptures declare, that they are a“ great mul- 
titude, whomno man can number. That Christ 
shall have the heathen (not a part of the heathen) 
his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
(not a lilile company) his possession.” If there is 
“no ordinary possibility of the salvation of the 
world,” Why do you preach to the world? Do you 
possess extraordinary powers? Can you save those, 
whom, according to your doctrine Christ, did not, or 
could not save? There is one relation in which you 
stand to the world, which you have not mentioned ; 
and it is an important one,—you are indebted to 
that very world, which you with so much compla- 


/cency consign to everlasting burnings, for the bread 


you eat, and the clothes you wear,—and instead, as 
you, in your 3d page, have declared, “ on their ac- 
count, (the litile company,) the world is preserved 
from ruin,” you are indebled to this world you berate 
in such a contemptuous manner, for your salaries, and 
houses of worship,—nay more,—for all your conse- 
quence, and the very opportunity, which you with 
su much greediness seize upon, to degrade and ca- 
lumniate them!!! If you are indeed, and in truth, 
the disciples of Christ, remember, that you his dis- 
ciples, are clothed, and fed, and nourished, by the 
world,—aod your Bibles will tell you, if you consult 
them, that Christ considers any act of kindness 
done to them as done to Limself,—and the question, 
“ When saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee, 
and naked, and clothed thee,--or thirsty, and gave 
thee drink ?”—was answered by him, “ Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto ove of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
(To be continued.) 
——— 

BRIEF REVIEW of a book, entitled “ the Doctrine 
of UNIVERSAL RESTORATION examined 
and refuted; aad the objections to that of END- 
LESS PUNISHMENT considered and answer- 
ed. Being a REPLY to the most important par- 
ticulars contained in the writings of MESSRS. 
WINCHESTER, VIDLER, &c. by D. ISAAC, 
Minister of the Gospel.” -Vew- York, 12mo. yp. 160. 
Published by Humphrey Humphreys. r Paul, 


Printer. 1819." 


The Reader is informed, that this is an old Eng- 
lish publication which was a short time ago caught 
as it was fumbling into oblivion, and reprinted in 
thiscity, at the instigation, and en concern of a few 
haiers of the truth, who gave this old book a new 
dress for want of something detler, and with, as they 
at the time declared, the brave hope of publishing 
down, what they were pleased to call Universalism. 
Now, it is our firm conviction, that if this “ little 
company of reformers” had written, or published a 
book in favour of the doctrine, in the wretched style 
of this book, they would have stood a better chance 
of effecting their purpose. We say wretched style ; 
and wretched indeed must be that composition, 
which has neither truth nor common sense to recom- 
mend it. No person acquainted with the Serip- 
tures, and believing in the salvation of Jesus Christ 
for a fallen world, can read the title-page of this 
book, without being shocked at its abominable and 
blasphemous impiety. “The doctrine of Univer- 
sal restoration exemined and refuted.” Compare this 
with the declaration of the apostle, recorded in the 
Acts, who speaking of Christ, said, “Whom the 
heaven must receive until the time of restitution of 
att THINGS Which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” 
What is the meaning of the word Universal? Does 
it mean all things, or all men? Surely it cannot 
mean more than this; and less, would not be Uni- 
versal! What is the meaning of the word restora- 
tion? Is it not to resture and make good that which 
is evil, and which was good belore it was evil? 
Where, then, is the difference between restoring a 
thing, and making restitution of that thing 2? These 
words, in the sense in which they are here used, are 
perfectly synonymous. If any person is disposed 
to play upon words, and wrest by sophistry their 
meaning, they must be ignorant indeed, not to 
know, that their misconstructions cannot effect the 
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eriginal, or destroy the plain import of the term. | God leadeth to repentance”) it would still be agree- 
The declared intention of the writer of this book, able to goodness to suffer them to make the choice, 
and his coadjutors, was, to refute the declaration of and feel the effects of it.” Quere. “Perhaps” a 
Jehovah and all his holy prophets. In other words, | good father would find it very agreeable to let one 
to charge God with falschood, and all lis holy pro-, of his children run into the fire and be burned to 
phets with promulgating a lie. This was certainly | death,—for, “ perhaps” all would be burned, if they 
a bold attempt, and betrays both ignorance and de-| were not fixed by the ferror of such an example.” 
avily. | Again —* Perhaps” Mr. Isaae did not know, that 
We give the following extracts, as samples of the he was aiding the cause of his opponent, Mr. Win- 
writer's attempt at reasoning. Page 15,“ It must be chester, instead of refuting it, by his “new form,” 
observed too, that the laws of God have infinite au- | for Mr, Winthester believed, that the sufferings of 
thority stamped upon them,and that God has laid us | the sinner w as a means of salvation, and Mr. Isaac, 
under infinite obligations to obey them. When we if we can believe him, believed the same thing.— 
put all these things together, when we consider that | This writer, in his 48, 49, and 50th pages, says, * he 
sin may perhaps be infinite in its effects, that it is| feels ne hesitation in saying, that infants shall go to 
committed against an Lofinite Being, and that it isa ‘a place of happiness.” He likewise says, “ we do 
violation of infinite obligations, it will be difficult, if! not know that the greater part of mankind are eter- 
not impossible to prove, that sin is not an infinite , nally miserable,— perhaps’ ali infants may be sa- 
evil; and if it be an infinite evil, it must merit anin-| ved.” He also thinks, “that all idiots, and the 
finite punishment.” The reader is requested to no-| chief part of those who die between the age of sev- 
tice, that this writer declares positively, that “ the | en and twelve,”— Quere. Suppose they were twelve 
laws of God have infinite authority, &e.; and that) years, and one day old? Would the extra day 
God has laid us under infinile obligations to obey | dann them ?) will be saved, and that it will require 
them.” Now, when itis considered that it is the} no very great stretch of faith, and charity, (it seems 
plain dictate of the Seriptures,of reason, and of com, | however, it must be stretched a liitle!) to conclude, 
mon sense, that God requires of man only as much | that hitherto a majority of the human race have at- 
as man can perform, that if man is really as this| taived to felicity in the eternal world.” If Mr. 
writer says, under an infinite obligation, one of two | Isaac had undertaken to reconcile, by analogy, rea- 
things must result as an inevitable consequence,—| son, and Scripture, passages, which prejudice and 
either man has infinile power, or man cannot perform | ignorance have misconstrued and perverted, “ per- 
what God has required of him! If man is infinite | haps” he might then have some claim to the name 
in power, Who can punish him ? If man is not infi-! of Christian; instead of doing this, he has in his 
nite in power, and the requirement is infinite, it! 132, 133, 134, and 135th pages, arrayed them in 
cannot have any relation to him. ‘To say that man | epposition, apparently, with the view of crawling 
is infinite in wisdom, or goodness, would, we think, | away from the difficulties which surrounded him. 
be equally absurd. Now this writer says, “the) We dismiss this budget of impiety and contradic- 
laws of God have infinite authority.” What does! tions, with the remark, that we neither believe, nor 
the law of God require? Ans. Perfeet obedience. | advocate the doctrine of Winchester, for the apostle 
Consequently, if the authority of the law is infinite,| declares of Christ, that “ he purged our sins, and 
an infinite elfeet must result, and that effect must} made peace by the blood of bis Cross,” not, that 
he perfect obedience; to say,that the law of God re- | the pains of hell purged our sins, or, as Isaac teach- 
quired perfect disobedience, would outrage every | €s, that our piety makes the peace. We, therefore, 
rational principle. Can man be “laid under an in-| recommend the reading of this book to all those, 
finite obligation, except there is an infinite benefit) who believe the word of God in preference to hu- 
conferred ? No! Is endless misery an inSnite bene-| man traditions, from the firm conviction, that its 
fit ? If not—What is the infinite obligation laid on | notorious absurdities and falsehoods, will ensure a 
the sinner? This writer has left us altogether in| reputation commensurate with its demerits.—And 
the dark here ; and we must suppose, that he con- | in future, let ne person have the hardihwod to praise 





sidered endless torments an infinite benefit, as he 
mentions no other for the sinner, and declares, that 
this shall be conferred upon him. This “ daube 
in untempered mortar” says, * Sin may — 
be infinite in its effects 7’ and immediately ade 

“ and if it be an infinite evil, it must merit infinite, 
or endless punishment.” Consequently, “ per- 
haps” it is not the case—and “if” it be not an in- 
finite evil, it must not meritan infinite or endless 
punishment. Suppose this wonderful refuter had 
first proved sin to be an infinite evil.—Would not 
his conclusions have looked alittle more reasona- 
ble ? We think they would. With the exception 
of the word “ perhaps,” (and it is possible he mis- 
took that for proof,) we see no evidence whatever. 
Now, “perhaps” ALI have sinned and come 
shortof the glory of God—and if © it will be diffi- 
cult, if not impossible to prove, that sin is not an 
infinite evil, and it must merit infinite or eternal 


” 


punishment,”—* perhaps” it would be difficult, if} 


not impossible to prove,” that any will be saved!!! 
Now comes proot to the point, that “ endless pun- 
ishment” is an excellent thing. 

In page 48. “ And now the question assumes a 
new form, (the old one, we think, did net answer at 
all.) Whether it would have been better, to suffer a 
part of the human race to bring upon themselves 
destruction, when Divine Providence would make 
their fall the means of the stability and happiness of 
the rest; or, not to give exisience to the human race 
atall.”) This writer, in support of his “ new form,” 
quotes “ King’s origin of evil,” as follows, “If the 
permitting those few (this looks a little charitable— 
“ those few”) to smart under the effects of their ill 
choice were the very means and motive by which 
the rest were induced to make a good one, and 


“ perhaps” all would be seduced, (Did not Paul say, 
(* perhaps”) all have sinned ?) if not fixed in a right 
choice by the ¢error of such examples, (Does not 
the Scriptures say, (“ perhaps”) “The goodness of 





this book, unless he has courage and abilities to de- 
fend it! 
—_— 


DR. GRIFFIN’S SERMON, 


Tur following extract is from Dr. Griffin’s Ser- 
mon, preached at the Anniversary of the United 
Foreign Missionary Society, in the Garden-Street 
Church, in New-York, as given in the Boston Re- 
corder of Saturday last. : 

We present this unaccountable piece of super- 
stitious folly to our readers, that they may compare 
| it with all they have ever read of pagan superstition, 

and learn the immense improvement in this kind of 
madness which honours the orthodoxy of the pre- 
sent day. 





EXTRACT. 

“ But when we contemplate those heathen as im- 
mortal, the subject swells into a magnitude beyond 
the ranges of imagination. Every one of them will 
be an angel or a devil millions of ages after the fu- 
neral of this world. Each of them will experience 
happiness more than all heaven have yet enjoyed, 
or misery more than all hell have yet endured. To 
think of the perdition of one pagan soul, is enough 
to awaken the deepest sympathy of the whole hu- 
man race. But to contemplate the ruin of the hun- 
dreds of millions now on the earth, whose numbers 
are to be renewed once in twenty or thirty years, 
what heart can fail to dissolve in grief, and vehe- 
mently to ery out for help to God and man? The 
fashion of this world is passing away, the sign of the 
Son of man will appear in heaven, and you and all 
the heathen nations will be before his bar. Then I 
ask you, whether it will not appear of mere impor- 
tance to have converted a single pagan, than to have 
amassed the treasures of the Indies. [I behold one 
of those heathen brought along in chains to receive 
his doom, and looking down to an eternal lake of 





fire! “ Ah me!” says he,“ And am I born to this ?” 








He casts an eye of anguish on those who once com. 
posed the American Church, and raises his pierei 
lamentations: ‘‘ How could you see me perish 
Why did you not sell your estates to send the gospel 
tome? Ah! you never felt the pains of damnation,” 
Indeed, my brethren; when we contemplate that 
scene, we know not when to stop. When we have 
given a few hundred dollars, we look over the im- 
mense pagan waste, and then again to the judgment, 
and ask, “ Why should I not give as many more ?” 
pp. 20—23. 

“ We have slept too long over this immensely im- 
portant subject- The millions who are gone can- 
not be redeemed; those who are now on their Way 
cannot be stopt; the many who must die before we 
can reach the fields of the missions, must die as the 
are, because we delayed so long. But by the bowels 
of Christ let no more time be lost.”—p. 24. 

Will Dr. Grirrin ever attempt to prove, from 
the divine oracles, that millions and millions of the 
pagan world will be plunged into a lake of brim- 
stone in the eternal world, and there suffer unmer- 
ciful torture for ever, and all this because people here 
in America do not give so much money to the Mis- 
sionary Societies as he would be glad they would ? 
If there be one grain of sense in the above extract, 
it is evident, that the infinite goodness of God, and 
the unbounded merey of him, who gave himselfa 
ransom for all men, will finally fail of saving a large 
portion of mankind for the want of money ! 

Christian people, do be so candid as te look at 
the preaching of the blessed Son of God, as record- 
edin the New Testament, and then ask, whether 
the divine Teacher ever intimated that his mission 
of mercy would finally fail for the want of money ? 
Had Jesus and his apostles been as zealous te 
sponge money out of the people as our Clergy are, 
it would have furnished a rich topie for infidels to 
dwell on to the entire disparagement of their cause. 

U. Magazine, Boston. 
—~— 
TO DISTANT SUBSCRIBERS. 

We have in a very few instances heard complaints 
from Subscribers in distant towns, of not receiving 
their numbers regularly. We are sorry to hear of 
the miseartiage ofany of our papers. The papers 
for distant Subscribers have in every instance been 
put up and delivered, either at the Post-Office, or 
Stage-offices, or on board of Packets, by the Editor, 
who will continue to deliver them. If the utmost at- 
tention on his part will ensure their regular and pune- 
tual conveyance, Subscribers may be assured they 
never will have cause of complaint. 

P.S. Distant Subscribers, whose papers have mis- 
carried, are requested at the expiration of the half 
year, to give information of any deficiencies, and it 
shall be our pleasure to supply them. 5 

Note. If any of our Subscribers in distant towns wish 
to discontinue the “ Gospel Herald” after the expiration 
of the six months, which the 26th Number will 
complete, they will please seasonably to notify the Ed- 
itor, &c. Presuming that the future increase of Subscri- 
bers will be in a ratio corresponding with the past, the 
Editor indulges a confideut bope, that the time is not far 
distant, when the subscription list will eaable him to in- 
crease the size of the paper; which will be issued dou- 
ble, as offen, and whenever the number of subscribers 
will enable him to do it. 

 _234o— 
To Correspondents. 

Dean, and Theophilus, were received too late for insertion 
the present week. They will appear ia our next Number. 

Amator Veritatis, is received. It is with reluctance that 
we inform him, that his refutation of the doctrine of the salva- 
tion of all men, will unavoidably be postponed until the week 
after next, when the public shall have an opportunity of de- 
cidiag on the merits of his confutation. 

NOTICES. 

Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re- 
spectiully requested to call at No. 464 Pearl Street, 
where a subscription is open, and where they can ob- 
tain the Numbers from the first. 

Those persons whe reside at, or im the vicinity of 
Norwalk, Conn. who wish to become subscribers to this 
paper, are informed, that Mr. Noah S. Bailey, of Nor- 
walk, will receive subscriptions, and supply them with 
the Numbers from the commencement. &c. 
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